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yes

Carolm you need to send me a HOST invite

we're just behind, as well!

lam on.

(and thanks for the extended deadline)

Yes, thank you for the extension! I'll get my revisions done as soon as | get the feedback for Mods 2 &
3. I know your time is precious. Thank you!!

Ideas are apparently my downfall. :P

Me too, Genesis!

Loving the tough love! Sort of. ;)

Yeah...we're here to get you GIGS, people!

Hil

Welcome back Linda!!

Remember folks you can use the widget at the top right of this box to make font bigger. ;-)

Did you bring us German chocolate, Linda?

Remember: tech problems here = help@usefulwritingcourses.com

Don't suffer in silence! Our team is super-responsive.

Just talked to one writer who waited 2 weeks to say she couldn't log in. Don't do this! ;-(

Yes, the help line is SUPER HELPFUL!
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/module-2-query-letters/query-progress-at-risk-international-
funding-cuts-undermine-hiv-work-in-
vietnam/#p54572rrhttp://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/module-2-query-letters/query-for-parents-
magazine-20-years-after-amber/rrhttp://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/module-4-rewrites/6-
unsettling-sounds-your-baby-makes-f-inal-draft/

yes, please

Atta girl, Linda!

Please email me some chocolate? :p

LOL!

Yay, good job, Christy!

Hi Linda! So good to have you back, you were missed!

Thanks!!

| did that on my first trip to Switzerland. Growing up on herseys and snickers European chocolate was
ambrosia!

That's me! | have that loud baby in my lap right now. Thank you for the encouragement!

Thanks, Genesis!

A question for pitch challenge: Is it fair game to pitch/LOI someone with a mutual connection? My
brother mentioned his old boss who currently works at a large bank needs help in his communications
department and | thought of reaching out to him. He doesn't know me but | would be mentioning my
brother suggested | contact him. | understand if it's not but wanted to check.

Yes Christy, it was an awesome query!

Thank you, Saima.

Please repeat what you said about Wed. Nov. 4th? Sort of missed part of that....

"The Other Pitch Challenge"!

Great writing, Christy. Wanted to continue reading...

How about "Second Wind Pitch CHallenge" instead of Losers' PC?

I like that, Christy. Much more positive.

That's better, Christy :)

LIKE

The masthead lists Project Managers -- at least for the Texas Monthly pubs -- but I'll do more research.
)

Sounds good. Thanks.

Terri - the deadline is this Friday to have everything approved.
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NO --

Friday to have everything submitted to mod4.

oh ok

Then editors have 4 days to get through all these final posts.

Is there an exit call on Thursday 10/29 (as stated in Mod 5, Unit 1)?

both loi and queries have to be OK'd to get into pitch challenge, yes?

| can hear Linda, but I'm having trouble hearing Carol. Is it just my old ears?

Susan, yes.

1 LOIl and one query

No prob, just wanted to check... your emails tell the real story!

Sorry for asking this again,but is it strictly 50% queries and 50% LOIs? Or could be like 2 LOIs and the
rest queries?

Can you use the same query idea but send it to different mags to count for the challenge - tailoring the
idea for each magazine?

Can | do ALL queries? | don't like LOIs--too hard. ;)

I think we'll accept that, Christy. But it's good practice to target a custom pub or trade with an LOI. ;-)
One of the things you had said in the past is that a goal is to use the one query and one LOI from this
class for the Pitch Challenge. If we get something approved before Nov 2, can we go ahead and send it
out and have it count for the challenge?

Thank you, Carol.

Awww.. you all have spidey sense? No fair!

Even | would like to do more queries!

(The reason I'm asking is that in my zeal to track down the email address of the editor, | somehow got
routed to her voice mail...she emailed me yesterday afternoon and said she'd love to see some ideas!
So | want to respond...)

Oh! gotcha.

oh i thought it was 6 plus the 2 approved for the class??

Yeah, Karin - | thought so too

| thought that, too, Karin . ..

I0W, the 2 approved, plus 8 new ones

But the two in this class...

Oh... yay. Thank you thank you thank you.

...BUT they have to be sent after November 1st, correct?

oh, ignore my last =) *sheepish*

At the last event when you were gone, Linda, Carol said we could send the class pitch and query out
and that counts, but if | remember right, the instructions say no.

Oh phew... I really love this pitch | just finished! So glad it counts for Pitch Challenge - if I'm accepted :-
D

O

Do we get a superhero prize if we do 10 during the challenge?

OK

lol Genesis

Genesis, yes!

Do it, Genesis!

We had one guy send out 10 last time -- did GREAT.

Awesome! | have a list of ideas to work up.

@Genesis, me too!

I'm not on linkedin. | need to be, right?

Any suggestions on additional general interest markets? | think my pitch could fit in the Christian
Science Monitor and Slate: http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/module-4-rewrites/book-swapping-
trading-titles-in-the-age-of-e-books-charlene-oldham-query/#p54585. And, in general, do you think it's
more effective to pitch ideas that fit into a more defined niche publication?

@Barb - my 2c: social media is important, but depends on personal experience and goals as to which
channels you choose
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I'm probably living in the last century, but | hate social media. Will stick to querying!

Ok, got it. Thanks!

No one has ever been mean on a call

I won't be ready in time for Friday but | want to know how much time (on average) should be done
researching the topic before pitching a magazine.

I'm enjoying writing queries and loi's more than i ever thought | would.

Also, social media is a 'secondary' consideration for many, @Saima. | think it's a good idea to have one
channel available, even if you don't use it often.

do you think print pubs are always better to pursue than online markets?

*_* did you just say $2/word ?!

it's like a diverse portfolio!

yup, she said that!

yes, | always thought social media was secondary and I'm glad there are others who think so Mike, |
thought | was an anomaly!

Mike, funny cuz some sites will offer you $2 an article!

Yeah, I've seen some places that do $2/word

Late arrival - hi all!

Late as well. Just got off call with one of my interviewees. :)

how do you find web designers? | am in the same boat?

Peter Bowerman (Well Fed Writer) raves about partnering with graphics person

@Saima, to be clear: it's secondary for some, not all

I like Jeremy's question. How much research and interviewing should we do first? I'm so afraid my
articles will fall apart when it's time to write them.

been here but forgot to throw up a greeting...hi all!

Linda's Monday Motivation about social media was kind of liberating

Yes, @Saima!

Is pitching a local business like this something we can use in the pitch challenge?

ok, got that! thanks Carol.

Try your chamber to find a designer.

Always have access--thank you!

Or your local community college's digital design program, for a young one. ;-)

If anyone would like to network or discuss about web design, I'd be happy to discuss. | originally
started out as a web designer (coding, designing, and establishing hosting) and have been considering
going back to it. If you'd like to connect, feel free to email me (rairose.cornell@gmail.com) or connect
with me on Twitter (https://twitter.com/rairosewriting)

Yes, | have. :) | know you recommend it for consumer mags.

there's also a business, launch brigade, that does web design and content writing

Yes | know Mike. Each one to his own | guess.

another bakery uses that business

Christy -- answer is -- just enough to do the query

Makes sense, thanks, Linda.

I loved that Monday Motivation. Even though I'm a social media fiend and make a lot of connections
through it, it does require the right audiencea€”which often doesn't happen.

Okay, thanks, Carol.

and that you understand

Do what you do best to market--thank you, Linda!

THat makes such sense, Linda. | love how practical you all are.

Thanks!

Will be posting that Monday Motivation on the blog for those who are not subscribers

the only people on google plus | know are google employees

Google+: so cool, so underutilized; it doesn't work for many.

Match,com was the same way for me.

no one is on google plus

Subscribe to Renegade Writer AND Make a Living Writing, people!
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Yeah, Google+ not really worth the time

Irkrebs - plenty of photogs and popsci people are on G+

Thanks, Christy! | know more people need to hear my rambles and vents. :)

It's also much easier to connect internationally

Hey, some people SHOULD work G+ to the max! Whatever works for you, do it and do it a LOT.
Joined!

Thanks!

@Carol et. al., LinkedIn is the world's biggest publishing platform, too: 1M have published

| was refreshing the page since 5am and got in :)

The DEN is great, people! | dropped out for a little while because I'm so busy with this class, but NEXT
opening I'm back in!

What am | missing? | have never found LinkedIn useful. It seems like it just likes to get my email
contacts.

I'm totally sold on both Linda and Carol's blogs. Learned so much from there that I'm recommending
them to anyone who will listen!

| <3 social media -- was just at Simply Measured's =LIFT social conference; not that | love all channels or
even love doing SMM for others, but it's a field I'm very comfortable in *_*

link for writers den, please :)

Yes, Saima! Same here!

Christy, Den is open now.

| mean NEXT one after this. I'm going to be busy writing pitches, Christmas, family, and will wait for the
next one in three months.

@Rai: in short, it's an easy broadcast platform for thoughts. When | meet people, | always try to
immediately connect with them there. | also look up writers, editors, publishers, etc. and try to blind
connect, though LI recommends strongly against doing that.

question: first place to look for trade publications... writers market... others?

Oh, gotchya :-)

How important is attending conferences for a science writer or B2B business writer?

Yes, we said $2 a word, Mike. It still exists.

Follow the $S5...

Totally, Carol! Show me the money and I'll write! ;)

And | just joined the Den Christy. It looks very, very promising too

Fish where the fish are

Celebrating on my end. Just got a client from an LOI | did after the White Paper
Bootcamp....$250/hour! :)

QUESTION: Where do you two start when you want to find a new business to work for? | hear Carol
saying, "l just go where the money is." But what does that mean? How do we find where the money
is?

Nice, Tammy!

Gotta be on the Paper Chase!

It's awesome, Saima! And | didn't even tap all the resources.

Yes, where to find the pubs with $5$? :)

Yay, @Tammy!

Go you, Tammy!!

Awesome, Tammy!

Will do!!!

Yeah, | hate Linked In. Ugh.

http://freelancewritersden.com

Susan Johnston? Got it! Thanks, ladies :-)

Thanks! I'm thrilled. | had to hold my breath after saying the number

LinkedIn is the ONLY social media platform where it's OK to flat-out ask people for work!

| know, | know.

True that, Carol

QUESTION: Can you talk a bit about how much we can tweak a quote to improve grammar and flow.
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thanks, Carol

With social media: HAVE A GOAL

| spend the least time on LI but get the most business connections.

That online training for linkedin... linkedin gives it, right? And you pay for it?

Does cold calling editors work?

LinkedIn has the highest average salary rate

There's also ways to shortcut the amount of time you're spending.

80-20 rule

LinkedIn training for journalism? Where?

aw man. | tried, and they wouldn't let me in journalism :) they were like, you're in communication and
put me in that group lol.

Snots.

Thanks Linda

LinkedIn is beta-ing a new freelance market platform called profinder
https://www.linkedin.com/grps/LinkedIn-Journalists-3753151/about?

Cool, Ryan

Barb, I'm referring to OUR LinkedIn training in Freelance Writers Den

LI for journalism told me requires that you are either on assignment or have recently published
recently published a journalistic article*

They told me the same think, Mike

thing

that would be awesome

AWESOME.

Gotchal

@Linda - that's the plan =)

so what counts as a "journalistic" article?

I should send my investigative work from 2005

can it be an old clip?

What then is linkedin for writers, as opposed to linkedin for journalists?"'

Oh getit. Thank you.

Hal

Whew! | was that person :)

LOL, both of you!

QUESTION: Can you talk a bit about how much we can tweak a quote to improve grammar and flow.
We're trying to be dense.

)
Lol! Good idea

Going off at a tangent | know, but this g just occurred to me- will all the material on Pitch Clinic be
available even after the course is closed

| always give my students a syllabus quiz. :-)

Yes! Quizzes = good idea.

| think quizzes is a good idea. Jon does that, it cuts down a lot of stuff.

Succeeding! j/k

QUESTION: Where do you two start when you want to find a new business to work for? | hear Carol
saying, "l just go where the money is." But what does that mean? How do we find where the money is?

Tana, we WILL be including quizzes in the next session to make sure people are watching the trainings!
That was my brilliant idea. :)

Heh

Writer's Market is awesome that way with the filtering.

@Ava: how much is writer's market?
http://www.makealivingwriting.com/bidding-tools-for-freelance-writing-gigs/

I think like $29 print?
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How much online?

WHat if you don't have a way to record interveiws yet? And you' are transcibing on your computer as
fast as you can... can you use what you transcribe and sincerely believe they pretty much said, and call
it a quote?

YES

Oh, wow. Didn't know it was so affordable!

| definitely need to land an assignment so | can sign up for all this stuff.

Agree-- and the market shows you how recently the form was updated

@Barb, | found a free app for automatically recording calls on my cell phone...and I'm a non-techie.

A class just on using Writers' Market would be useful. | always end up frustrated when | visit.

Jeremy | have a post on that...let me look...

YEah, but | have a dumb phone.

if you have a mac, try garage band, Barb

I just talk through skype and record with my cell phone
http://www.therenegadewriter.com/2011/01/04/11-tips-for-getting-the-most-out-of-writers-market/
| use Automatic Call Recorder, phone app

| paid $30 for my recording software for Skype and it is worth every penny

OH. Okay. Haven't explored it yet.

Skype Call Recorder

Yeah, that one

which one did you choose @Ava?

| use Skype Call Recorder too

k

Skype Call Recorder

Linda the lifesaver!!

the difficult part is transcribing the interviews. You have to listen to the interview a million times and |
get sick if it.

Of course. :)

Lots of random information/sites out there on setting rates - are there any that you recommend the
most? Is there a report on what the industry standard is? | found one from 2005/2006, but nothing
more recent.

Same here, that's what | do. YAY I'm doing it right!

This can be a case of THIS: http://www.makealivingwriting.com/how-one-writer-used-smart-
outsourcing-to-earn-30-more/

There are a ton of transcribers of Fiver

I think this got swallowed at the top... RE: the person pitching her expertise to a local bakery. Can we
do LOIs to local bakery if/when we do the Pitch Challenge?

QUESTION: What are the best businesses to target for case studies? New businesses? Businesses 50+
years old? Restaurants? Retail stores? Home services? Not sure where to start...

Anna, yes!

local businesses™*

thanks! that makes sense | guess.

on Fiver not "of Fiver"

Rai: startups!

I'm having a dickens of a time finding my editor. American Baby is a baby pub to Parents. All my
research sends me back to Parents. Even trying to get a copy is hard, even though | used to read them
regularly. Am | an idiot? Don't answer that. Any suggestions?

okay!

thanks!

Angel.co is a list of startups everywhere, all stages, including relative funding levels. Can be fascinating
to review, and help ID places that may be in need

Yes, | was there.

Nice Mike! | like VCAOnline.com

I'm just crazy to do the whole thing, but | was kind of anxious the first few times!
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Can find out who got MONEY

AN

Magagenie.com--great! Thank you. | did the email guessing, and everything came back to me, but |
ain't givin' up!

I'm trying to get some clips in a niche | think | can best fit, but should | broaden the field for pitch
clinic? ie. not ALL education/school related articles? | have experience from when | was in the military
interviewing everything and everyone, but wondering if | should cast a broader or shallower net here
| will be the hurricane of editor finding, but | wanted to whine first. :)

Finding the editor = your step to actually researching the hell out of things.

Can you summarize what's going to get an editor's attn with an awesome query? Getting nervous
about sending out queries w/o your wonderful help!

Question on pitch challenge: can you send 8 queries and no LOIs?

LOL @ Christy

Great, thanks for editor advice!

sometimes | email someone lower on the totem pole and ask them (editorial asst, etc.)
Mediabistro's How to Pitch is great for that! It is a paid resource bout it's great

but

I'm with Clair--all queries and no LOlIs!

HOw abpout 7 LOl's and 1 quert?

query?

Nice Annelise!

@christy: Rock on!

I just called and got dumped right into the editor's voicemail

That means they're still there.

Really?! | thought the guidelines were very detailed and it's updated regularly

)

There was a training video on irresistable queries to editors here

Barb, they basically just said no to that :-) LOI's are apparently too much easier

GAWD YES

There's an idea.. 10 tips on X

* ok

oh...I was fine going to voicemail - | was just happy to track her down!

No on that, Barb. Let's see at least 4 queries.

Cool Tana

My expert source says he'll only talk to me if | get the assignment. So I'll just say in my query, "l hope
to talk to X?" "l plan to talk to X?"

QUESTION: What are the best businesses to target for case studies? New businesses? Businesses 50+
years old? Restaurants? Retail stores? Home services? Not sure where to start...

I had a source say he would be interviewed for the query but had to get his marketing team's approval
if | get the assignment. Ugh.

@Barb - maybe 'l have access to X'?

Irkrebs: I'm trying to get some clips in a niche | think | can best fit, but should | broaden the field for
pitch clinic? ie. not ALL education/school related articles? | have experience from when | was in the
military interviewing everything and everyone, but wondering if | should cast a broader or shallower
net here

@Rai: Don't neglect startups! 2 resources: angel.co and from Carol: VCAonline.com

@Rai - go with industries you're associated with. search google 'white papers' etc

What is a case study?

@christy | thought your pitch was great! Here's the email format for American Baby (I dont see your
contact on their roster anymore but this email format should help). jenn.sinrich@meredith.com
Good question Irkrebs. | also have an education background

software esp.

i stumbled into a software company that got $10M investment in december
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Lots of random information/sites out there on setting rates - are there any that you recommend the
most? Is there a report on what the industry standard is? | found one from 2005/2006, but nothing
more recent.

@Andria, you're my new hero! Thank you! Where did you find your copy of AB?

I'm in PR - pitch them all the time.

Tammy - I've been told that the industries that | am associated with do not pay (mental health,
psychology, etc.)

nope.

Be really careful of start-ups. Even with venture capital too many of them don't even pay their
programmers significantly except in protential stock options

I'll get on the waiting list.

Yay for Andria!

Barb, it's open now.

Rai - if the companies don't pay, ck on their association journals

Anyone know how much Inc Magazine pays?

Ah ok, cool

QUESTION: If we haven't moved from Mod 1 to Mod 2 yet, but we can post all the necessary changes
today, is it possible that we might be able to get a green light to do the query and have it move to Mod
4 before the deadline?

I think FastCo is another good option in that field
Do you set your own rate for trade/custom pubs or do they generally suggest one if they are interested
in you from your LOI?

Oh, that reminds me of my question, Linda!

And you need to *pass* mod 4, right, Like, no more suggested edits from the editors.

I'm amazed either of you have time to write, Carol and Linda--seems like we take up a lot of your time!
Barb - "A case study is just a fancy name for a success story - the tale of a happy customer and his or
her experience using a product or service." http://www.freelancewriting.com/articles/article-case-
studies.php

Hearing the celebration of successes has been wonderful, but can you tell us about some recent
queries that resulted in rejections, and what you think was behind it?

barb, yes. If you're close enough, you're good. But if someone needa a lot of revisions before it's in
shape, then no go.

For example, look in Mods 2 and 3...I've let through people who still needed small changes, trusting
they would do them before sending the pitches out to prospects.

ok

thanks for sharing that, Rai

"earnest"? :(

God forbid you're earnest.

lol

send them a copy of "The Importance of Being Ernest"

Rats. I'm always earnest. :(

LOL Terri

Was thinking that, @Terri ha!

The moral is "Humans"

LOLLOLOL

lol, carol

YES Jeremy

HAHAHA

Keep going and you'll be an earn-er ;-))))

| only got that twice ;)

Just keep pitching, pitching, pitching, just keep pitching... Anyone else have kids that watched Finding
Nemo 500 times?

Yep



Saima Zaidi Hahaha!

Ava Jarvis ... is it okay if I watched finding nemo 500 times

Carol Tice Yep

Christy Bagasao @Ava--totally!

Ava Jarvis yay :)

Saima Zaidi To get editors to say yes?!

Katy Reiber OMG, Christy! | totally say that to myself with a bunch of things... running... etc

Mike*Antares "Fresh Fish: What | learned from watching Finding Nemo 500 Times"

Sara Gabriella @Christy: Ha!!

Barb Hicks I'm not hearing anything....

Tammy Farrell i feel like it's groundhog day @Christy

Katy Reiber LOL Mike Yes!

Ava Jarvis snicker

Linda Formichelli Best movie ever. Groundhog Day | mean

Carol Tice http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/pitch-clinic-general-questions/questions-for-our-final-qa-leave-
them-here/

Ava Jarvis You all are heroes

Barb Hicks Rock on.

Karin )

Anna Zorn thank you!!!l!

Leland Hoover Thanks!

Christy Bagasao THANK YOU! LOVE YOU PEOPLE! Battery dying. Going...going...gone...

Irkrebs Thanks

Annelise I'm sure the candy will help Linda with her workload

Ava Jarvis thanks!

Mike*Antares thank you

AL Pearsall Thanks



