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| can hear you, Carol. Nice to be here!

| hear you

Awesome.

Remember to make chat font bigger. ;-)

| wish default on here wasn't so tiny.

| can hear you. Just working away until we start...

Luckily this should be an uncomplicated presentation since it's just me! BUT...what do you
think about turning on Q&A mode, and then some of you could chat with me about your
question instead of typing it?

I'm game if you are.

Not in love with just hearing the sound of my own voice for an hour. <boring>

Sounds like a nice change of pace :

)

I have 8 munchkins running around, so...nmmmmmm...I think I'll just listen. ;)

Hi! Yes, me too Christy! | mean the listening part!

My brats are in school, so I'm all ears now

Hiall ;)

hello all. excited but still working on my query ;)

how do you turn on the q&a mode with the webinar?

| can't hear a word though

I had music earlier but no sound now.

I'll be turning it on, susan

Right, we're silent at the moment.

Perfect!

gotit:)

Anyone else still waiting for the green light out of module 1? Just want to know I'm not
alone...oram I?

lam Amy

Still haven't passed module 1...don't worry Amy!

hi Amy. | only got my greenlight yesterday

| was worried too! But you'll get to mod 2. Hang in there!

Give me links here if you are still in mod1

| too am waiting for my green light... but I've started writing the query anyway.

Maybe we'll take a look at some of those on the fly if need be.

Thanks! | am close.

| strongly don't recommend writing a query draft without approval to move forward...you
may waste a lot of time.

I've gotten great feedback on my ideas, but just feel stuck. Haven't posted a revision to my
revision to my revision. :/

It is motivating to get positive feedback from the editors. | hope they are not just being nice ;-
)

Carol - http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/pitch-clinic-pitches/make-friends-with-germs-
it-may-help-your-baby-breathe-better%e2%80%8f/

Hello! | have a question. What if you pitched a story to an editor, who accepted it. You wrote
the story and got paid. But the editor hasn't had room for the story. (It's been 6 months since
it was originally supposed to be printed). She says she loves the piece, but doesn't have the
room. (ilt's a small pub with little money). Can | ask her whether she will ever run it, and tell
her I'd actually like to pitch it to another publication? I'd re-interview and rewrite -- | just
want to write and get published on this topic. How do | approach that editor? Thanks.
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I think the Query is the hardest to write, because there is a lot of information we need ahead
of time :)

An LOI question before we get started (for Q&A later) - One of the examples for an LOl in the
webinar was pretty clearly aimed at social media management. Is that an example that you
would accept, or do you really want us focusing on trade/custom publications?

You're vocal!

I am still needing to write a revision.. trying to angle it for consumer mag now and having
trouble coming up with a good news hook

@Carol--l understand, but | figured it is good practice in any case.... I'm not attached, and |
expect there will be salvageable parts in my pre-green-light query....

*a Lol

Rebekah Olsen, I'm waiting for module One green light too...
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/pitch-clinic-pitches/the-modern-affair-how-to-
protect-your-relationship-from-the-new-work-day/ (here's the latest on mine---same with
Karin...can't find a news hook/expert)

Can you put in the link to the full ClickMeeting window?

Can we post an LOI while we work on our query? I've had issues getting to sources and may
even have to change my idea altogether after speaking to a couple.

So you need both LOI and query approved before 4 week pitch challenge?

Paula, I'm in the same boat.
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/pitch-clinic-pitches/wait-dont-toss-those-weeds/
is there a way to make this louder other than on your own computer?
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/pitch-clinic-pitches/idea-2-im-not-pink-when-you-
dont-have-a-trendy-cancer/

Can you make this at all louder?

You've done it before. The direct link to this event via clickmeeting.com instead of through
usefulwritingcourses.com

Thanks Carol. | just figured | could work on that while | keep working on the query.

The window only displays halfway on the usefulwritingcourses.com page, for me. Sorry!
https://freelancewriters4.clickwebinar.com/pitch-clinic-lesson-3-g-a

Rai - do you see a top bar with the Freelance writers den logo in it? There is a fullscreen
button that looks like four arrows pointing to corners. (Tiny arrows)

Should we be letting you know if our LOI has not been looked at after over 24 hours? (or 2
days as the case is with mine?)

Did audio die?

| don't hear anything, is Carol talking?

Hah, mine too! No audio

Just lost my audio too

She's not talking

I have a question which | didn't post in the Lol thread because it just occured to me. | was
looking at two trade mags in education online this morning and | saw they both wanted
pitches! Even though they are trade mags catering to a niche audience. So an LOI will not do
in these cases obviously?

Talk amongst yourselves.

| was out but back in now...can you hear me?

nope.

Nope can't hear

no

Audio is out

no
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Perfect! That's exactly what | needed. THank you, Carol. Can't hear you though.

Nah

Yup; no audio for me either. The volume is low for me too, even with my computer turned all
the way up

no

No audio

Hang on -- I'm fixing it
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/pitch-clinic-pitches/rats-enlisted-to-eradicate-
landmines-five-surprising-ways-humans-are-harnessing-animals-innate-talents-for-good/
Here's the link to my LOI: http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/module-3-letters-of-
introduction/loi-first-draft-charlene-oldham/

yes!

wait... kinda hear

Yes

There you are!

there you are

THere you are.

audioison:)

got it back

hear you!

Ah there she goes!

there you are!

| can hear now!

good sound now!

YOu are so fired, Carol.

Can hear now.

Sorry everyone! | messed Carol's audio up :)
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/module-4-rewrites/saimas-final-draft-feeling-blue-
drink-your-way-out-of-it/#p53338

Nice Saima

Congratulations, Saima!

Congrats Saima--link not working. : (

I'm still working!

Saima, great job! Perseverance pays off, and watching your query grow as a fellow student is
inspiring.

Yeah, it works for me

worked for me

Thanks a lot guys!

Looks like a great article, Saima.
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/module-3-letters-of-introduction/loi-1/#p53351
o

good work Saima

Saima...liked where you were going...will check out your query letter for sure:))

| see that the bio line has only "natural affinity" as her creds. Gives me some hope?
Bravo, Saima!

haha! Couldn't think of anything else, have no clips.

Hey. SOme of us live in caves.

I'm Amish, for your information.

If you write well and hit it out of the ballpark, it's probably better than most credits.

Just naturally interested in health and love reading up on it, that's the truth
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me too Saima

so good to hear

Was there a dialogue with Saima: send it out now vs. wait for pitch challenge? What are the
expectations when we finish our query? send out or sit on it until November?

Why | love this course: "We want you to get a gig. We want your article to see the light of
day."

| just got hired to write some content for a mold mitigation company. | don't know anything
about mold, except that it is gross.

@amy lol

haha, Amy

very cool Amy

Bravo Amy!

Great, Amy!

It had a news hook! Which is why she took it. But then she pushed it off and now we need a
new hook. I'll try and find a new one for her. Thanks!

It's amazing what you can write about that you have no clue about!

@Amy, that's awesome. And hilarious.

Okay. | can wait. :-)

So we can count this initial query as part of our pitch challenge? | thought we needed 8
newbies.

Congrats, Amy.

WOO HOO!

exactly! | can learn whatever! lol

ok great

@Carol, thanks for clarifying!

That's good news about 2 of the 8.

i liked that one

SUre, me to..
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/module-2-query-letters/oops-sent-the-original-here-
is-the-cut-version-of-cattle-rustling/

why didn't it work out in that state?

youch!

Hey Team: I'm researching parenting kids with special needs mags. Anyone know of any |
may have missed? thx!

Boo. But yay!

ADDitude?

I'll check it out, Barb! :)

Great question!

| ran into the same thing @ WIRED -- tons of editors

@sara just saw this list of 18 places to pitch stories related to autism, fwiw:
http://www.beyondyourblog.com/18-places-to-publish-your-writing-about-autism/

@Sara - Check these http://justmediakits.com/mediakits/70-conditions_diseases.html
Amanda: SCORE! Many thanks :)

What about calling to find out?

the right editor?

Thank you, Tammy. Much appreciated!

you're welcome

If your story changes as you do research/interviews for the query, should we repost the idea
under the idea forum or go ahead and write the altered query in the query forum?
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Speaking of geography, what if we can't get to a place to get in-person interviews? For
example, would it be silly to pitch a West Coast-based magazine with a story when they are
closer to the sources than | am?

@Charlene - you can always chat over the phone / Skype / Google / FaceTime

Speaking of airline mags--how easy/hard are they to break into?

good question, Amanda!

@Charlene Skype is an excellent option. Google Hangouts is decent. Phone is a great fallback.
Charlene, | would definitely not let location stop you! I'm in Guatemala and plan to write
mostly for US mags, with sources from all over. I'm just using Skype to call them.

ok thanks

@Mike - True, but this is a story that could benefit from some scenery. -- a roundup of
profiles of three "trail angels" on the Pacific Crest Trail.

some mags will assign a photog to go out and get needed shots

What kind of gigs do you get with a business LOI? Write their brochures, webpages.... do you
have to know what kind of writing you are going to do?

If queries are more appropriate for the publications | am targeting, should | submit a second
query for homework 3 instead of an LOI?

What happens if you have no clips?

Or with a trade journal LOI? What kind of writing would one do?

What if | only had case studies and ghost writing sources as my clips? Shall | submit those to
any editors in case they ask?

So ask via Linkedin if they are looking for a writer, and then send your LOI if they say yes?
re: LOI's to non-profits - how do you find non-profits that have a real budget for writers?
My husband is a natl' sales mgr. in the disposable industry and gets a couple of industry
publications -- Restaurant News, Convenient Store News. Is there any reason | should
disclose his work in a pitch?

Paulo, | have a similar problem. | only have academic writing and ghost writing as my clips.
Which | consider to be no clips and a serious hindrance.

Hey what is this Den thing, and how can | get into it?

@Terri: http://www.guidestar.org/Home.aspx is a good place to start researching nonprofit
finances

Thanks, Mike!

Barb, the den is a writers' collaboration area and it is only open a couple times per year. It's
currently closed to new members. | think it's opening again in a month or so. Not certain
though.

Rai, | understand that. But it's like starting in an industry after finishing school, and you have
no experience. So what is the best thing to do?

Re: conflict of interest discussion, are there times where you may want to get the ok from
employer in writing, permission from anyone in some form you can actually prove you
obtained--is there ever a time you could regret just getting a verbal go-ahead? What are the
consequences of breaching ethical standards, in other words?

@Rai + Paulo, I've used ghost writing and academic writing as a clip before.

Paulo, exactly! That's where I'm stuck, too.

you can sign up for the wait list for the den and they'll let you know when it opens

Thanks Mike. That is the answer | was looking for.

Thanks Mike. Do you have any recommendations for getting some more journalistic writing
clips?

If you are using ghostwriting as a clip, be sure you have permission to use it from the original
client.
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The #1 rec I've heard here and elsewhere: write them (i.e., make it up)

and by make it up, | mean make it real, but without regard to publishing

Carol, can you address this for me and Paulo? What is your professional opinion on writers
using ghost writing and/or academic writing as clips? Per Genesis's comment, | do not have
permission from the people | ghosted for to use the content. This is why | feel like | have no
clips | can send.

@Genesis: good point

Good idea, Mike. :-) Thanks. Mike, are you on Twitter?

Mike's suggestion is excellent. I've done this before, just created a sample when | didn't have
previous experience in a niche.

Haha, | have a hard enough time coming up with an idea to pitch, let alone to create clips!
Haha.

Yep: @MikeAntares https://twitter.com/mikeantares

I need to work on my idea generating process.

For all my ebook writing for clients, | apply with a book that I've written and published on
Amazon. It's enough to show them what | can do and it has never mattered that | was the
publisher.

no sound here!

Hi Mike, mind if we hook-up on Twitter since you posted your Twitter account?

@Paulo - of course, please do; I'll follow back

https://twitter.com/rairosewriting

Write a messageThank you!

I'm stuck at identifying markets for my story. Is there an efficient way to do that?

cool idea

Great to hear you love writing for Alaska Airlines. Any tips on working with them specifically?
What is the best way to record a conversation (after taking permission, of course) when
interviewing on the phone?

I'm having trouble finding a "need" to fill. Can | make one up? For example, so far 13€™ve
targeted two organizationsa€“Crohna€™s and Colitis Foundation of America and Homeschool
Legal Defense Association. Theya€™ve really got their acts together. :/ Are large
organizations open to my mentioning a new angle, like meeting the needs of relatives of a
sick person?

Mona - | use a voice recorder with an adapter that goes into my ear so | don't have to put
them on speaker

@Mike, | am having trouble following you. How about LinkedIn?

@Christy - on trade show sites you can find bunches of associations that are ready to spend
money. http://www.exhibitaffects.com/trade-show-calendar/

Thanks, Karin. If others have suggestions I'd love to hear those as well.

what if a trade mag is race-based and i'm not of that race. Can I still LOI or query since it asks
for queries?

Genesis, great tip. I'm working on doing a collaborative ebook with someone right now. |
look forward to being able to use that as a clip!

@karin, that's interesting - do you have a brand/model name?

we hear you!

Like Esquire?

actually I can't remember the right title so never mind

Juat say some of your best friends are black.

-P

olympus digital voice recorder - VN 8100PC
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@Carol - That's what | thought on the trail angels story. | will save the idea for the next time |
go to California.

Unless you're not pretending you're a race that you're not, | think that'd be the key.
awesome, karin, thanks!

http://freelancewritersden.com

| can only hear Carol; should | hear Susan?

@Paulo: https://www.linkedin.com/in/mikeantares, but Twitter is preferred

No prob - and | use the Olympus TP7 adapter

Carol, can you address this for me and Paulo? What is your professional opinion on writers
using ghost writing and/or academic writing as clips? Per Genesis's comment, | do not have
permission from the people | ghosted for to use the content. This is why | feel like | have no
clips | can send.

@Kirsten, | heard Susan, but she is off now...

@annelise...hmm...wonder why | couldn't hear her

My question is: does it make a difference between pitching a magazine whether it is online,
offliine, or both. Are the way in which LOI pitches are received in either domain?

LOL

| will pay money to see that.

HAHAHAHAHAHHA

The bootcamp is great for that in the freelancer den

HAHAHA

Will you come dance on my lawn anyway? Can | pay for that????

LOL

I've sent out a few things for guest blogging to boost up my clips...that could work for some
folks

Oh geez, NPOs with money...

My Q: What are some examples of lucrative LOIs for you, Carol? Some of the best-paying
relationships you've landed via LOI?

unicorns, it feels like!

http://foundationcenter.org/

Cart before hte horse question: | have a gazillion ideas - do | write and flesh out the ideas
THEN target multiple markets? Or research markets first?\

http://www.guidestar.org/

Some magazine (e.g. Materials World) publish articles without the author's name printed.
What does this imply?

I'd watch that.

@Paulo, | think it means staff written. @Carol, true?

| do not.

wow!

Carol - any tips on finding stronger news hooks? ironically enough, i'm finding it tough to find
a news hook for my Mod 1 idea about training your brain to get creative

how much is writer's den?

| have tons of regional magazine clips, but am looking to move up. Is it best to reach high
with my queries and go down from there? I'd like to target women's publications but am
worried they want national experience first

Susan, $25/month

What Karin said! | have a hard time finding stats/ news hooks

Future book releases and article ideas. Do you pitch an idea similar to the book but not a
book review

thanks rai. how is it helpful?
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Unless a new editor comes in and doesn't like your story...

How would you find out about trying to write for magazines in other countries, besides
Google?

| actually started my blog a few yrs ago to show | could write about my topic of choice,
running. It worked as clips until I had them

| think trade pubs are a great place to start if you have no clips. For example, it seems like
teachers' magazines are always looking for active teachers or former teachers to contribute
content. Same for dentists, social workers, etc.

Bonus: passive income

| like being able to connect with other writers. Thats the major benefit | get from it. Right
now I'm looking for an accountibilibuddy and have a post in the forums. The writers in the
Den are great about responding to questions and providing their feedback. THere are also
self-paced bootcamps you can do.

Lol @ 'an accountibilibuddy' - that's great

I'min

Ah, | see.

HAhaa! Want to be my accountibilibuddy, Mike?

Aye, Rai

Would you advise to write something and save it as a clip to use as a sample, even if it hasn't
been published?

I know sad :( it's just spinning

So if | write an article because some magazine requests that you submit a whole one, can you
use it as a clip?

Tips for searching for possible publications ? Writer's Market is huge !!!
http://www.makealivingwriting.com/query-letter-6000-assignments/

i might have figured it out.

cool

Lisa, how do you come up with your ideas?

trying to get on

yes I'm here

Hi Rai, | just read a lot of news/blogs and then think of new angles. It just happens. And if i
write a little bit, then | get swarmed with ideas. It's like, you have one and they breed.

But they aren't all hits :)

What was that one post you did about multiple story ideas spinning off from one event?
Would you please repost the link?

Paulo! we hear you!!

How come Paulo doesn't have a Spanish accent?

| feel cheated.

lol barb

Thanks, Lisa :-) That's awesome. | appreciate you sharing your trade secrets ;-)

story ideas - might want to check pubmed for anything study related
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/

what i've noticed is pubs with online and print versions they only pay for articles they publish
in their print versions

A friend of mine and | just started a Google group for writing to attempt to keep each other
accountable...we would love to have more people if anyone's interested. We literally just
started it a few days ago, so we're not well established...but we're hoping to keep the fire lit
underneath each other

Tana! Link? I'min!

I'd join that, Tana!
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I'd join, too, Tana!

I may have to invite you...hang on....

rairose.cornell@gmail.com

| would join that!

in that case, do you contact both the online and print editors?

i'd join! cristinaawilliams@gmail.com

I'd join that as well! cheryl.warren10@gmail.com

Feedly and other RSS feeds are good sources. Depending on your interests, sometimes the
idea will arise naturally just by paging through a few sources of interest.

About getting ideas, having them first then finding markets second.... | think | have to find
markets first and then let ideas spin off second. I've been doing a lot of flailing because |
want to Make A Point, and that's for essays.

beware: sometimes the print side pays while the online doesn't.

Tana, I'm also in. madhurina@artofliving.org

I have to learn to follow the money, not wait for the money to follow me.

Me too, please, Tana. b_i_hicks@hotmail.com

Barb, don't we all.

I'm in, Tana: michael.antares@gmail.com

Barb, I'm in the same position. | love doing academic writing - that's my niche that | feel very

strong in. But those jobs are fleeting or underpaid. :-/ So | have to step out of my comfort
zone and that's why I'm here! Haha

Tana, sounds like the place to be... amyjborn@gmail.com

Tana, you can invite me: freelanceprowriter@gmail.com

Why would you, Leslie? Plenty of magazines wherever you are...
katereiber@gmail.com

Dang! Y'all rock. I'm excited.

slieu0608@gmail.com

media kits are awesome

Media Kits have tons of demographics

well, some of them do

ava.jarvis@elephantwriting.com

Thanks Carol for having me live

I'd join! cbagasao@gmail.com

learning a lot with media kits i have found! for sure:0

Use the Google as we old folks say

For researching markets

Oh man that's such a good idea! You should reach out to the Leukemia and Lymphoma
society.

| can't figure out how to post a link to join. :-) I'm writing down email addresses and will
invite anyone who posted one! Or you can email me tana.schiewer@gmail.com
Watch/Subscribe hasn't worked for me. | sent a ticket to the help desk.

Writers group, Carol

@Tana - tammy@savvywhitepapers.com

Accountability group!

Tana's writing group

A fire-lighting Google Group focused on accountability for Pitch Clinic writersrFLGGFOA4PCW

http://www.makealivingwriting.com/darnit-story-idea-published/
| can't enable audio.
A writers group, Carol
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Blame Tana ;)

Okay, that wasn't me. Must have been another cancer story.

Carol's swiped story idea post is TERRIFIC! Read it!

@Tana please sign me up heather.resourcefulwriter@gmail.com

My question is are university alumni magazines considered custom publications?

Amy - i wonder if it was for the one about surprising cancer fighting foods or something like
that

@Tana: srose@precisioncopyeditingllc.com

Tana: @tana Irkrebs@gmail.com
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/pitch-clinic-general-questions/coffee-is-for-closers-
working-on-creative-informal-closing-lines/

I would consider cancer pubs, but | also think it could work for women's magazine - which
Sarah also said.

Tana - me too! DianeStark19@yahoo.com

Amy, you can search for the other cancer query and borrow the list. ;)

I'm in too Tana. Sound like a great idea! saimazaidi98 @yahoo.com

| think this question got swallowed up at the top, but my LOI has not been addressed in the
forum, and | posted it Sunday. Should | post a new response to move it up again? | know
there's so much going on!

I'm thinking of "Rock on"

| usually sign off with "Thanks for your time!"

@judy - don't know about US but | used to work in universities in UK and they tend to get
alumni mags written by inhouse staff. Imagine that it depends on the size of the university
though. The bigger the better :-)

I'd love to join, Tana! Great idea

In some of my research, | found Marie-Claire which has published a number of cancer-related
stories including one that was about beware of pink, kind of thing.

Okay. Thanks, Carol.

So, how would | evaluate women's mags for this...

nice sign-off phrases, @Mike

@tana - rsbhanzhaf@gmail.com Thanks!

Thanks @Sara

If | write one article, can | use the same research and interviews for a tweaked article and
pitch it again to other markets?

@Amy - read them. :) For serious. That way you find out their voice and can pitch
accordingly.

Ha-Ha! Actually I'm Italian

I'm a dork! yikes!
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/pitch-clinic-pitches/the-modern-affair-how-to-
protect-your-relationship-from-the-new-work-day/

Hey y'all - I'm adding the emails as we speak. If you don't get an invitation within the next
hour email me at tana.schiewer@gmail.com. The invitation will be for a group called "Write
Now! Worry Later.

Mike, | liked the pirates life for me on one of your twitter pics :)

great, thanks Tana!

Googling "custom publishers" will also give you some ideas.

misssarasays@gmail.com

Thanks, Tana

Thanks Katy :)

I'm here!
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:ugly cries in frustration:

@Tana --thanks for adding us! Kristendkirk@hotmail.com
http://usefulwritingcourses.com/forum/pitch-clinic-pitches/wait-dont-toss-those-weeds/
Great feedback! But how do | find those experts that support this "opposite idea"

| can't find any recent stats or data on it either

Gardening forums, rebekah.

yeah, the headline is really in progress :)

I'd read that. (Omega 3 and weeds!)

Call the local master gardeners / cooperative extension ?

A university ... | don't know... botany department?

will do! thank you!!!

ZINIO.COMrMillions of magazines onlined€”can subscribe digitally, buy single issue, browse
for titles by categories and language.rrZINIO.COMrMillions of magazines onlined€”can
subscribe digitally, buy single issue, browse for titles by categories and language.rto find
mags NOT in writers market: search Zinio.com (by topic, for example)

all good ideas Barb:))

For instance:
https://www.google.com/search?q=omega+3+benefits+weeds+edible+california&ogq=omega
+3+benefits+tweeds+edible+california&ags=chrome..69i57.8566j0j7&sourceid=chrome&es_s
m=91&ie=UTF-8#q=o0mega+3+benefits+weeds+edible+california&safe=off&tbs=qdr:m

sort by published within the last month

Yes! Yes!

I have to go, but thank you everyone for all the wonderful discussion. | hope to connect with
some of you outside of the event. Please feel free to email me at rairose.cornell@gmail.com
or find me on Twitter at https://twitter.com/RaiRoseWriting if you want to keep each other
accountable! Thanks all!

I admit | hadn't really gotten into the research of it... wanted to make sure it was a decent
idea first :) Thanks for the link, Mike. )

Bye Rai!

Thanks Annelise.

I'll doubt you'll get to this, but | just posted in the former: The local parenting mag | called to
find out if they take submissions told me to just send the whole article.

| just posted in the forum, that is.

I'm also heading out - thanks all! https://twitter.com/MikeAntares

Not pet oriented, but it's all about sustainability, and these are low tech sustainable solutions
thanks all

Three huge cheers for Carol running this Q&A!

thanks

Thanks, Carol.

thanks!

Humane society pubs, anneliese.

thanks!

Good to know, I'm targeting a local parent mag for their Special Needs annual issue. Thx,
Barb!

A5 Carol - thanks

thank you!

thanks, Carol!

thanks Carol!

by?
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Thanks!!!
Thanks!
bye

Byey.
Thanks!



